
Our Curriculum 

The curriculum is the sum total of what our children experience during the four years they are 

with us. The basis for the curriculum is the subjects of the National Curriculum plus Religious 

Education and Relationships and Health Education. 

 

 

 

The National Curriculum comprises of 11 subjects: English, Mathematics, Science, Design and 

technology, Computing, Art and Design, Music, History, Geography, PE and languages (French for 

us). 

Some of the subjects, like Maths and PE, are taught on their own and others, like History and 

Geography, are combined with other subjects to form projects. 

Annual Curriculum Overview 

 

Even when we combine subjects, each one has been planned in detail by the Curriculum Leader 

(Headteacher) and subject leaders.  

An overview of the subject shows the order in which the subject is taught and the main content. 

The progression of learning is clear and shows how this builds cumulatively year-on-year.  
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Subject Overview

 

Progression of knowledge and skills 

 



Progression of knowledge and skills in Art 

Examples from progression document 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Medium Term Plans 

For each subject, these plans show the key knowledge, skills and concepts children will learn, the 

sequence of learning activities, as well as how this learning will be assessed. 

Example from part of Music Medium Term Plan 

 



Short Term Plans 

An example of an activity taken from the Geography Year 4 short-term plan

 

Example of activity from an RE Year 6 short-term plan

 



Example of activity from an RE Year 4 Short-term

 

 

RE Learning Journey or Cycle of Enquiry 

 Children study a concept by following the steps of inquiry, contextualise, evaluate, communicate 

and apply. All stages are assessed during the RE study and the final assessment tasks focus on a 

different stage each time so there is full coverage by the end of the year. 



Knowledge Planners 

These plans are informed by Knowledge Planners which show the sequence of essential 

knowledge that must be learnt. This is called substantive knowledge. It also identifies knowledge 

that is important or interesting to give context to learning. 

Example of a Knowledge Planner for Design & Technology (DT)

 



Knowledge Organisers 

For the children, we produce Knowledge Organisers which sets out this knowledge in an 

interesting way. The children refer to this during the course of learning and it helps them 

remember the most important knowledge and key vocabulary.  

We also provide the children with the learning journey which helps them see how their new 

learning builds on previous learning. These are stuck in the children’s books at the start of a 

project and a copy is sent home to parents/ carers so they can support their child’s learning. 

Example of a Music Knowledge Organiser 

 

Learning new vocabulary 

Learning new vocabulary is vital to securing the intended learning. For each project a bookmark is 

produced which has the key vocabulary listed on it. The children refer to this throughout their 

project. For some children we have knowledge building sessions, where they are introduced to key 

words that will be used in subsequent lessons. This enables them to access the learning more fully 

as they encounter it. These words are reinforced in displays in the classroom.  

Learning New Skills 

Alongside acquiring key knowledge and new vocabulary, children will learn new skills to put their 

learning into practice. When learning in Science children need to work as scientists, in Geography 

as geographers and in History as historians. In order to perform the skill, the children also need 

the knowledge of how to do this. This knowledge is called disciplinary knowledge (skills in action). 

We have identified behaviours and actions we want the children to learn and this informs 

teaching. 



Exploring as Geographers and Historians  

Year 4 using stone size to investigate transportation and deposition 

 

 

 

Year 5 finding evidence of human impact at Bolderwood in the New Forest National Park 

 

 

                                         

 

 

Exploring the work of archaeologists with Professor 

Jenkins from Bournemouth University 

 



 

The children were able to use the same tools used by 

Archaeologists to dig for artefacts   They were shown 

how these artefacts would be recorded, sorted and 

catalogued. 

 

 

 

 

 

Iron Age Day 

                         

       

Maritime Sketchbooks                                                                    Sculpture                                                                               

  

 

 

Great fun and lovely 

to join in with such a 

creative class.  Thank 

you! 

Maddy’s mum 

 

 



Example from Science Enquiry Skills 

There are 7 Science Enquiry Skills children learn and develop during their time at RJS. 

 

 

 

 



Progression in Music Skills 

Extract from progression document 

 

 



Assessment of Learning 

All learning is assessed throughout the lessons. Feedback in the moment helps children correct 

misunderstandings or misconceptions. Towards the end of a project an assessment task is set. This 

draws on the learning and provides an opportunity to use the new skills in action in another 

context to demonstrate whether the learning is secure. 

Our aim is for all children to achieve learning set so they achieve age-related expectations. Our 

tasks also allow children who have really mastered the learning to show their greater depth of 

understanding. Some children will receive follow up learning in areas which have not yet been 

secured. We keep a record of this so we can track children’s learning and progression.  

The overall summary assessment will draw on information from: 

(1) Work from across the project, including a final assessment task. 

(2) Face-to-face discussions at key learning points where pupils will show their understanding 

and thinking.  

(3) Retrieval Quiz result – testing essential substantive knowledge and disciplinary knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is important that children retain their learning and can draw in it readily to support new 

learning. During a project, the children will have a number of quizzes which recall learning. The 

children enjoy these and are very effective at keeping learning at the forefront of their memory. 

Weekly curriculum reviews help children retrieve their learning from across the curriculum and 

connect it to previous learning, making meaningful connections.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



An example of assessment in Geography as identified in the medium term plans 

 

What are the different types of retrieval practice in the classroom? 

1. Multiple choice questions or quizzes – paper or online 

2. Verbal recall – talking about what pupils can recall 

3. Writing from memory about what we have studied 

4. Games and play that help pupils recall information 

5. Think, pair, share – pupils recall information, discuss it with a partner and share it with the 

class 

6. Using mini-whiteboards to write down answers, share with the teacher and then erase 

 



Celebrating Learning 

Displays in the classroom show learning journeys, key vocabulary and examples of learning. 

Subject leaders maintain a central subject display to promote the essence of their subject and to 

show excellence.  

Open Mornings and Afternoons 

Each term, parents/carers receive a termly curriculum newsletter outlining what the children are 

learning and inviting them to support their child on this journey. Open afternoons give a first-hand 

taster of what their child is experiencing by joining them in the classroom. Performances, 

exhibitions, and concerts show the high outcomes achieved. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 


